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Presidents Day Lesson Plans
Dear Parents and Educators,

These lesson plans are designed as follow up activities based on a President’s Day theme.  Feel free to expand on the lessons, and be creative!  Remember, the point of doing a lesson is to convey information in a way that will help your children/students understand and retain the material presented.

Lesson #1
Understanding our leaders
Objective:

Understanding the importance of electing a president
Materials needed:
Presidents Day book, paper, a box, and ballots.
Procedure:

Explain to the students but in a free country is still important to have someone who sets the tone.  This person, our leader is the president who is bound by our country’s laws.  Explain that in the United States a new president is elected once every four years.  If the class that even on simple things such as what time recess should be, everyone has a different opinion.  It is important to have somebody who understands the importance of listening to everyone, but is able to come to a firm decision.  Use the paper to make ballots.  Choose an idea to vote on such as what time recess should be, who gets to go to lunch first, or who will be a classroom helper for a day.  Then vote on the idea.  Is voting on the idea better than having the teacher tell you what to do?  Why or why not

Follow-up:

Why do you think it’s important to honor a leader?
Lesson #2

Objective:

Creating a class council

Materials needed:

A box and paper ballots
Procedure: 
Having a class council can be a very fun idea.  First with the help of your teacher, with a list of classroom positions such as class president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, or other positions the teacher feels it is appropriate.  Then have the class vote on each position.  Make sure there are defined responsibilities for each person being elected.  It can be fun to be elected.  You can hold campaigns with giant posters, have debates, and even made up songs!  If you have three votes per year, you can make your own wall of class presidents and have a “My Class Presidents Day”.  

Follow up: 
Talk about the importance of giving respect to people would come up with good ideas.
Lesson #3

History
Objective:

Understanding were important leaders have come from.

Materials needed:
Presidents Day book

Procedure:

Look at the last page of the Presidents Day book.  How many presidents have there been?  Do you know the names of any of the president’s just by looking at their faces?  Have you seen any of the president’s faces on our money?  Why do you think that is?

Follow-up
Have the students in your class take out some of the coins in their pockets.  See how many students know the names of the president’s on the various coins.  
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